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INTERAGENCY  REGULATORY 
UAISON  GROUP 

Report  on  IRLG;  Recent 
Accomplishments  and  1980/81  Plans 

agency:  Interagency  Regulatory  Liaison 
Group  (IRLG),  representing  the 
Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission 
(CPSC):  the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  (EPA);  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration,  Department  of  Health, 
Education  and  Welfare  (FDA);  the  Food 
Safety  and  Quality  Service,  Department 
of  Agriculture  (FSQS);  and  the 
Occupational  Safety  and  Health 
Administration,  Department  of  Labor 
(OSHA). 

TITLE:  Interagency  Regulatory  Liaison 
Group  Report — “IRLG:  Recent 
Accomplishments  and  1980/81  Plans.” 
AGENCIES:  IRLG  is  composed  of  CPSC/ 
EPA/FDA/FSQS/OSHA. 

ACTION:  Report  on  IRLG 
accomplishments  and  plans. 

summary:  This  notice  publishes  and 
requests  comments  on  a  report  of  IRLG 
activity  entitled:  “IRLG:  Recent 
Accomplishments  and  1980/81  Plans.” 
Comments  are  requested  both  on  the 
plans  and  on  specific  activities  which 
afford  the  most  effective  opportunities 
for  public  participation. 
date:  Written  comments  are  requested 
to  be  submitted  on  or  before  April  9, 
1980. 

ADDRESS:  Written  comments  should  be 
addressed  to  Ms.  Susan  Guenette, 
Executive  Assistant,  Interagency 
Regulatory  Liaison  Group,  Room  509, 
1111 18th  Street,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20207.  Comments  maybe  examined  in 
the  IRLG  OfHce  located  at  the  above 
address  from  9:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m., 
Monday  through  Friday. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  OR 
QUESTIONS  CONTACT:  Ms.  Susan 
Guenette,  202-634-4356. 

FOR  COPIES  OF  THIS  NOTICE  CONTACT: 
Industry  Assistance  Office  (TS  799),  U.S. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency,  401, 

M  Street,  S.W,,  Washington,  D.C.  20460; 
or  telephone  toll-free  800-424-9065  or  in 
Washington  554-1404. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 

Background 

The  Interagency  Regulatory  Liaison 
Group  was  formed  in  1977  by  the  heads 
of  four  agencies — Consumer  Product 
Safety  Commission,  Environmental 
Protection  Agency,  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  and  the  Occupational 
Safety  and  Health  Administration — to 
improve  the  public  health  through 
sharing  of  information,  avoiding 


duplication  of  effort  and  developing 
consistent  regulatory  policy  (see  42  FR 
54856  for  the  original  Interagency 
Agreement).  In  December  1978,  the  Food 
Safety  and  Quality  Service,  Department 
of  Agruiclture,  also  joined  the  IRLG. 

The  IRLG  has  previously  published 
reprints  of  their  plans  (see  43  FR  7174  for 
a  copy  of  the  original  IRLG  Work  Plans) 
and  accomplishments  (see  44  FR  100). 

Summary  of  Plans  for  1980/81 

The  IRLG  has  prepared  plans  for 
activities  to  be  undertaken  in  1980/81. 
These  plans,  published  below,  describe 
eleven  areas  of  activity  aimed  at 
improving  cooperation  and  coordination 
among  member  agencies.  The  following 
are  the  seven  areas  IRLG  particularly 
intends  to  emphasize. 

/.  Economic  Analysis 

The  IRLG  has  initiated  a  major  effort 
to  improve  the  agencies’  ability  to 
analyze  the  economic  consequences  of 
their  programs.  This  will  include  a 
review  of  the  methodologies  used  in 
estimating  the  benefrts  of  regulatory 
actions,  a  review  of  selected,  existing 
regulations  to  compare  actual  with 
predicted  economic  consequences  and 
an  evaluation  of  the  feasibility  of  a  joint 
data  base  on  the  economic 
characteristics  of  the  U.S.  chemical 
industry.  The  last  project’s  purpose  is  to 
support  better  and  less  costly  economic 
impact  analysis  by  member  agencies. 

//.  Testing  Standards  and  Guidelines 

The  IRLG  intends  to  accelerate  the 
completion  of  these  guidelines  and  plans 
to  prepare  seventeen  health  effects 
guidelines  and  four  others  for  public 
comment  in  FY 1981.  In  addition,  the 
Work  Group  will  attempt  to  determine  if 
batteries  of  standard  tests  can  produce 
an  amount  of  data  sufficient  for  an 
accurate  toxicological  characterization 
of  a  chemical  at  reduced  cost.  For 
ecological  effects,  the  emphasis  will  be 
on  completing  nine  gidelines  and  on 
exploring  the  use  of  short-term  tests. 

III.  Inspection  Referral  System 

In  FY  1980,  the  agencies  will  complete 
the  development  of  this  system  aimed  at 
improving  compliance  and  enforcement 
efforts.  The  action  does  include 
designing  the  final  referral  forms, 
developing  referral  instructions, 
publishing  the  inspector  training  guides, 
and  detemining  the  most  cost-effective 
methods  of  training  agency  inspectors. 

A  public  notice  and  comment  period  will 
be  given  for  this  system.  Actual  training 
of  agency  inspectors  and 
implementation  of  the  program  in  all  the 
regions  will  also  begin  in  1980. 


IV.  Regulatory  Development 

The  agecies  will  sponsor  a  number  of 
joint  public  hearings,  regulatory 
analyses  and  research  projects.  They 
also  expect  jointly  to  propose  rules  or 
promulgate  joint  or  concurrent  frnal 
rules. 

V.  Risk  Assessment 

Having  completed  the  carcinogenicity 
risk  assessment  document,  IRLG  will 
focus  on  developing  similar  documents 
for  mutagenicity,  teratogenicity  and 
other  reproductive  effects, 

VI.  Laboratories  and  Analytical 
Methods 

This  is  a  new  project  focusing  on 
improving  our  capabilities  for 
determining  the  presence  of  toxic 
substances  in  our  environment.  The 
project  will  evaluate  the  adequacy  of 
existing  analytical  techniques  to  detect 
the  presence  of  toxic  substances  in 
various  types  of  samples  and  also  the 
feasibility  of  jointly  improving 
techniques  to  fill  the  most  important 
existing  analytical  gaps.  It  will  also 
include  the  supply  of  and  demand  for 
toxicity  testing  and  analytical 
laboratories  in  both  the  public  and 
private  sectors. 

VII.  Regional  Coordination 

To  improve  regional  coordination, 
particular  emphasis  will  be  placed  on 
the  areas  of  inspection  referrals, 
emergency  response,  laboratory  sharing 
and  public  information. 

Request  for  Comments 

The  IRLG  seeks  comments  on  these 
plans  and  on  what  otl^r  actions  it  might 
take  to  most  effectively  promote  our  - 
goals  of  avoiding  duplication  of  effort 
and  developing  consistent  regulatory 
policy.  The  IRLG  is  also  interested  in 
determining  the  possibilites  of  and 
interests  in  expanded  public 
participation  in  these  activities.  To  this 
end,  we  also  seek  comments  on:  (1) 
which  of  these  activities  the  public 
would  be  most  interested  in 
participating  in;  and  (2)  how  such  public 
participation  might  best  occur. 

Dated^  January  14, 1980. 

Edwin  H.  Clark  II, 

Chairman,  Interagency  Regulatory  Liaison 
Group. 

IRLG:  Report  of  Accomplishments  and 
Plans  for  1980/81 

I.  Economic  Analysis 

A.  Focus  of  Activity.  The  focus  of 
activity  is  to  cooperate  in  collecting 
economic  information  and  conducting 
economic  analyses  so  as  to  improve  the 
information  available  to  the  agencies 
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and  to  reduce  the  amount  of  resources 
they  have  to  devote  to  undertaking 
economic  analyses  in  support  of 
regulatory  actions. 

B.  Accomplishments  to  Date.  A  major 
study  is  underway  of  the  benefit 
estimates  sponsored  by  the  agencies. 
The  purpose  of  the  study  is  to  provide  a 
summary  of  the  existing  benefit  studies, 
to  analyze  the  appropriateness  of  the 
methods  used  in  these  studies  for  ; 
supporting  regulatory  decisions,  and  to 
develop  revised  methodologies  for 
making  such  estimates  which  are  more 
accurate  and  better  suited  to  the  needs 
of  the  regulatory  agencies. 

EPA  and  OSHA  are  sponsoring  a  joint 
study  of  the  economic  impact  of  their 
regulations  on  the  lead  smelting 
industry.  All  of  the  agencies  have 
exchanged  information  on  economic 
studies  they  are  sponsoring  and 
economic  data  bases  they  have 
collected. 

C.  Planned  Activities  in  Fiscai  Year 
1980.  The  IRLG  will  place  particular 
emphasis  on  this  area  of  activity  in  FY 

1980.  In  addition  to  continuing  to  share 
economic  data  analyses,  and  looking  for 
opportunities  to  sponsor  joint  economic 
impact  analyses,  the  agencies  will: 

•  Complete  most  of  the  phases  of  the 
recently  initiated  study  analyzing  the 
benefits  and  benefit  estimating 
methodologies  of  the  different  agencies. 
This  study  should  serve  to  improve  the 
capabilities  of  the  agencies  to  undertake 
adequate  beneht  analyses  in 
conjunction  with  future  regulatory 
proposals. 

•  Initiate  a  study  of  the  economic 
consequences  of  selected  regulations 
that  are  already  implemented.  The 
purpose  of  this  study  will  be  to 
determine  what  the  actual  impacts  of 
the  regulations  were  on  such  factors  as 
industry  compliance  expenditures, 
innovation,  plant  closures,  production, 
etc.,  and  attempt  to  compare  these 
actual  impacts  with  those  that  were 
projected  to  occur  when  the  regulations 
were  initially  proposed. 

•  Analyze  the  feasibility  of 
developing  a  joint  data  base  on  the 
economic  characteristics  of  the  chemical 
industry  which  all  of  the  agencies  could 
use  in  conducting  economic  impact 
analyses  of  proposed  regulations. 

D.  Pianned  Activities  for  Fiscai  Year 

1981.  In  FY  1981  the  agencies  will 
continue  both  to  exchange  information 
on  economic  studies  and  data  bases  and 
to  search  for  opportunities  for  jointly 
conducting  economic  impact  analyses  of 
proposed  regulations. 

In  addition,  they  will  complete  the 
analyses  described  under  the  FY  1980 
plans  and  the  individual  agencies  will 
evaluate  the  desirability  and  feasibility 


of  incorporating  the  results  of  these 
analyses  in  their  own  regulatory 
development  and  economic,  analysis 
programs. 

II.  Testing  Standards  and  Guidelines 

A.  Focus  of  Activity.  Among  currently 
requires  tests,  differences  exist 
primarily  in  details  on  methodology  and 
not  in  fundamental  toxicological 
principles.  The  goal  of  the  Work  Group 
is  to  resolve  differences  and  develop 
guidelines  which,  when  used 
appropriately,  will  generate  data 
acceptable  to  all  IRLG  agencies.  This 
consistent  approach  to  testing  will 
lessen  the  burden  on  regulated 
industries,  and  ensure  that  the  different 
agencies  receive  consistent  test  results. 

B.  Accomplishments  to  Date.  The 
Work  Group  completed  Hve  draft  health 
effects  testing  guidelines.  These  have 
been  reviewed  by  the  staffs  of  the 
agencies  and  released  for  public 
comment.  The  guidelines  cover  testing 
for  eye  irritation,  acute  dermal  toxicity, 
acute  inhalation  toxicity,  acute  oral 
toxicity  and  teratogenicity.  Guidelines 
for  an  additional  twelve  health  effects 
and  nine  environmental  tests  have  been 
drafted  in  part  or  in  total. 

C.  Planned  Activities  for  Fiscal  Year 
1980. 

(1)  Complete  the  following  health 
effects  guidelines:  acute  eye  irritation, 
acute  dermal  toxicity,  acute  inhalation 
toxicity,  acute  oral  toxicity,  and 
teratogenicity. 

(2)  Release  the  following  health 
effects  guidelines  for  staff  and  public 
comment:  subchronic  ingestion, 
subchronic  dermal,  reproduction, 
primary  skin  irritation,  chronic  toxicity, 
carcinogenicity,  combined  chronic/ 
carcinogenicity,  and  subchronic 
inhalation. 

(3)  Release  the  following  health 
effects  guidelines  for  agency  staff 
comments:  perinatal,  mutagenicity, 
metabolism,  and  multi-generation 
reproduction. 

.  (4)  Begin  to  develop  guidelines  for 
behavioral  studies,  neurological  tests, 
and  short  term  tests,  which  were 


proposed  as  long  term  goals  in  the 
original  work  plan.  Development  of  a 
guideline  determining  chemical  effects 
on  immune  systems  will  also  be 
initiated. 

(5)  Release  the  following 
environmental  testing  guidelines  for 
staff  and  public  comment:  vapor 
pressure;  octanol/water  partitioning 
coefHcient;  hydrolysis;  Daphnia,  acute 
life  cycle  toxicity;  water  solubility  and 
Mayfly  acute  toxicity. 

(6)  Release  the  following 
environmental  guidelines  for  staff 
review:  biodegradation,  four  screening 
procedures;  absorption/desorption;  and 
soil  thin  layer  chromatography. 

(7)  Explore  the  use  of  in  vitro  tests  for 
environmental  toxicology. 

(8)  Determine  a  battery  of  standard 
tests  required  to  produce  an  amount  of 
data  sufficient  for  an  accurate 
toxicological  characterization  of  a 
chemical  at  the  least  possible  cost.  It  is 
probable  that  different  combinations 
will  be  required  to  meet  specific 
purposes;  for  example,  to  characterize  a 
food  additive  will  probably  require  a 
different  combination  of  standard  tests 
than  those  required  to  characterize  a 
pesticide. 

(9)  Begin  to  develop  criteria  for 
extrapolating  animal  test  data  to  assess 
human  health  effects. 

D.  Planned  Activities  for  Fiscal  Year 
1981. 

(1)  Complete  the  12  health  effects 
guidelines  listed  in  #2  and  #3  in  Fiscai 
Year  1980  plan. 

(2)  Release  the  four  health  effects 
guidelines  listed  in  #4  for  public 
comment. 

(3)  Increase  efforts  on  tasks  listed  in 
#8  and  #9. 

(4)  Begin  to  compare  data  from  IRLG 
guidelines  to  data  from  other  test 
procedures  to  assess  need  for 
modification. 

(5)  Complete  environmental  guidelines 
listed  in  #5  and  #6. 

(6)  Incorporate  in  vitro  workshop 
recommendations  into  environmental 
work  plan. 


Status  of  Projects  3,  6,  and  7— Standardization  of  Guideiines 


Through  agency  technical  review: 
Preamble  review  by  general 
counsels 

Through  work  group:  Ready 
for  agency  technical  review 

Draft  under  work  group 
review  or  in  preparation 

Health  Effects 

Mutagenicity  ’ 

Metabolism.’ 

Multigerteration  Reproduction.  • 
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Environmental  Effects 


Vapor  Pressure’.—., . . Octanol/ Water  Partitiorvng  coefficient*—— —  Mayfly  Acute  Toxicity.* 

Water  Solutolily' . . . . - .  Soil  Thin  Layer  Ctiromatography.* 

Hydrolysis '. . . 

Oaphnia.  acute  life  cycle  toxicity  tests'. . 

Biodegradation— lour  screening  procedures*. 

Adsorption/Desorption'— . . . . 


'  Short  Term  Goal— Work  Group  action  within  6  months  (Project  3). 

•  Intermediate  Goal  Work  Group  action  within  6-12  months  (Project  6) 

’  Long  Term  Goal— Work  Group  action  after  1  year  (Project  7). 

More.- Work  Group  members  are  working  with  OECO  committees  developing  international  guidelines  for  toxicology. 


III.  Compliance  and  Enforcement 
(Inspection  Referral  System) 

A.  Focus  of  Activity.  This  activity  will 
improve  the  coordination  of  the 
agencies'  compliance  and  enforcement 
efforts  at  both  the  headquarters  and 
regional  levels  in  order  to  use  resources 
more  effectively  and  efficiently  in 
protecting  public  health. 

B.  Accomplishments  to  Date.  A 
headquarters-based  work  group  has 
developed  all  the  components  of  a 
referral  inspection  system  whereby 
inspectors  from  one  agency  will  refer 
possible  violations  of  another  agency’s 
regulations  to  that  agency.  The 
components  of  this  system  include 
training  manuals  summarizing  all  of  the 
regulatory  programs  of  the  different 
agencies,  inspection  referral  forms,  and 
guidelines  for  appropriate  use  of 
inspection  referrals.  The  training 
manuals  have  been  field  tested  and  are 
being  published.  All  the  regions  have 
already  begun  to  implement  inspection 
referral  programs  in  at  least  a  limited 
way. 

The  headquarters  work  group  also 
integrated  the  IRLG  agencies  into  the 
EPA/DOT  emergency  response  system 
at  both  headquarters  and  field  levels. 
This  will  allow  all  the  agencies  to  be 
notified  of  and  included  in  efforts  to 
respond  to  emergency  situations 
involving  hazardous  substances.  The 
procedures  for  notifying  the  agencies 
have  been  incorporated  into  the 
National  Contingency  Plan  and  all  the 
agencies  are  now  included  on  the 
National  Response  Team.  The  regions 
are  working  out  the  details  on  how  they 
will  coordinate  the  agencies  at  the 
regional  and  state  level  in  such 
emergencies.  This  has  already  worked 
well  in  several  situations. 

The  Work  Group  explored  the 
feasibility  and  desirability  of 
implementing  joint  inspection  (where 
inspectors  from  two  or  more  agencies 
work  together)  and  crossover 
inspections  (where  an  inspector  from 
one  agency  actually  conducts 
inspections  for  another  agency).  Joint 
inspections  were  found  to  be  feasible 


and  desirable  in  limited  situations.  They 
have  begun  to  be  used  in  many  regions. 
Crossover  inspections  were  not  found  to 
be  feasible  at  this  time  because  of  the 
legal,  substantive,  and  personnel 
problems  they  would  entail. 

C.  Planned  Activities  for  Fiscal  Year 

1980.  The  emphasis  in  compliance  and 
enforcement  in  FY 1980  will  be  on 
implementing  the  field  inspection 
referral  system  in  all  the  regions.  This 
involves  Hnalizing  the  referral  form  and 
accompanying  guidelines  for  using  the 
forms,  completing  the  publication  of  the 
training  manuals,  completing  the 
recommendations  for  adequate  cost- 
effective  training  programs  in  the 
regions,  submitting  the  entire  inspection 
referral  package  for  public  comment, 
and  undertaking  the  training  of  the  field 
inspections. 

In  addition  to  implementing  the  full 
inspection  referral  program,  the  agencies 
will  ensure  that  effective  emergency 
response  networks  have  been 
established  in  all  of  the  regions, 
complete  the  guidelines  for  conducting 
joint  inspections,  and  continue  to  share 
expert  witnesses,  analyze  compliance 
samples  for  one  another,  share 
information. about  the  use  and  discharge 
of  toxic  substances,  and  undertake  other 
cooperative  activities  in  support  of  the 
agencies’  compliance  programs. 

D.  Planned  Activities  for  Fiscal  Year 

1981.  The  agencies  will  continue  to 
implement  the  referral  inspection,  joint 
inspection,  and  the  emergency  response 
system,  and  to  cooperate  on  other 
aspects  of  their  field  compliance  and 
enforcement  efforts  such  as  sharing 
expert  witnesses,  analyzing  compliance 
samples  for  one  another,  sharing 
information  about  the  use  and  discharge 
of  toxic  substances,  etc. 

In  addition,  the  agencies  will  evaluate 
the  inspection  referral  and  joint 
inspection  programs  to  determine 
whether  they  are  working  effectively 
and  providing  the  expected  benefits.  On 
the  basis  of  this  review,  they  will 
evaluate:  (1)  the  need  for  possible 
modifications  in  the  existing  system  and 
(2)  the  feasibility  and  advantages  of 
extending  the  system  to  the  state  level. 


IV.  Regulatory  Development 

A.  Focus  of  Activity.  The  focus  of 
activity  is  coordinating  interagency 
regulatory  activities  on  27  potentially 
hazardous  substances,  including  joint 
sponsoring  or  sharing  research  and 
regulatory  analyses,  sharing  information 
on  health  and  environmental  effects, 
conducting  joint  public  meetings  and 
hearings,  insuring  that  the  agencies 
regulatory  actions  and  plans  are 
consistent  and,  where  possible,  develop 
joint  rulemaking  activities.  With  this 
activity  is  a  commitment  to  inform  the 
public  on  the  rationale,  activities  and 
plans  of  the  agencies  for  undertaking 
regulatory  actions. 

•  B.  Accomplishments  to  Date.  The 
Regulatory  Development  Work  Group 
has  identified  27  substances  which  are 
of  concern  to  two  or  more  of  the  IRLG 
agencies.  These  include:  acrylonitrile, 
arsenic,  asbestos,  benzene,  benzidine- 
type  dyes,  beryllium,  cadmium, 
chloroform  and  related  solvents, 
chlorofluorocarbon^,  chromates,  coke 
oven  emissions,  dibromocholorpropane 
(DBCP),  diethylstibestrol  (DES),  dioxins, 
ethylene  dibromide  (EDB),  ethylene 
oxide  (ETO)  and  its  residues, 
formaldehyde,  lead,  mercury, 
nitrosamines,  ozone,  polybrominated 
biphenyls  (PPB’s),  polychlorinated 
biphenyls  (PCB’s),  radiation,  sulfur 
dioxide,  vinyl  chloride  and  polyvinyl 
chloride,  and  waste  disposal  (sewage). 

A  special  task  group  was  established 
for  each  of  these  to  ensure  that  the 
agency  regulatory  development 
activities  and  plans  were  coordinated. 
These  groups,  among  other  things,  are 
sharing  research  projects,  exchanging 
information  on  health  and 
environmental  effects,  sharing 
regulatory  options  analyses,  and 
developing  consistent  regulatory  policy 
and  joint/concurrent  rulemaking.  For 
example,  in  April  1979,  by  coordinated, 
interagency  action,  FDA  and  EPA 
concurrently,  with  CPSC  assistance, 
banned  non-essential  uses  of 
chlorofluorocarbon  propellants  in 
aerosols.  Another  example  took  place  in 
September  1977  when  EPA,  OSHA  and 
FDA  took  coordinated  action  to  protect 
farmers,  workers  and  the  general  public 
from  the  possible  dangers  of  the 
pesticide  dibromochloropropane 
(DBCP).  The  agencies  set  emergency 
temporary  standards  to  limit  worker 
exposure,  proposed  suspension  of  crop 
applications  and  other  uses  and  started 
a  food  monitoring  program  to  assure 
that  the  public  was  not  consuming 
unsafe  amounts  of  the  substance. 
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To  better  inform  the  public  about  the 
regulatory  activities  of  the  agencies,  in 
early  1979,  the  Work  Group  published 
"Hazardous  Substances,”  a  document 
describing  the  work  plans  for  regulatory 
development  for  24  hazardous 
substances.  The  document  included 
sections  on  background,  issues, 
regulatory  authority,  proposed  actions/ 
schedules,  telephone  contacts  and 
recommendations.  The  information  is 
being  updated  semiannually  by  the 
publication  of  the  "Regulatory 
Reporter”.  The  Hrst  issue  was  published 
in  June  1979. 

C.  Planned  Activities  for  Fiscai  Year 

1980.  Increased  cooperation  will  be 
placed  on  coordinated  chemical 
development  for  specihc  chemicals  of 
common  concern.  For  each  selected 
chemical  (presently  there  are  27),  task 
groups  withanteragency  representation 
will  meet  at  least  quarterly  to  share 
information  on  developments  in  the 
individual  agencies,  analyze  prospects 
for  joint  action,  and  ensure  that  the  total 
hazard  from  the  substances  is  being 
addressed.  As  new  potentially 
hazardous  substances  are  identified  for 
regulatory  action  by  two  or  more  of  the 
IRLG  agencies,  a  new  IRLG  task  group 
will  be  created  to  coordinate  activities 
on  each.  To  assure  that  appropriate 
interagency  cooperation  has  taken 
place,  any  proposed  rulemaking  being 
considered  for  agency  approval 
regarding  one  of  the  27  substances  and 
any  new  substances  added  to  the  list,  - 
will  include  certification  of  speciHc 
coordination  which  has  occurred. 

In  addition,  during  FY 1980  the 
agencies  plan  to  jointly  fund  research, 
have  the  appropriate  interagency  task 
group  jointly  analyze  research  results, 
and  jointly  assess  regulatory  options  for 
a  number  of  chemicals  to  address 
perceived  health  and  safety  problems. 
For  selected  substances,  they  will  also 
hold  joint  public  meetings,  undertake  a 
joint  or  concurrent  Announcement/ s 
Proposed  Rulemaking,  jointly  propose 
rules  or  promulgate  joint  or  conncurrent 
final  rules. 

D.  Pianned  Activities  for  Fiscai  Year 

1981.  Strong  emphasis  will  continue  to 
be  placed  on  coordinating  regulatory 
development  for  specific  chemicals  of 
interest  to  two  or  more  of  the  IRLG 
agencies.  With  the  completion  in  FY 
1980  of  research  projects  and  regulatory 
options  analyses  related  to  speciHc 
chemicals,  there  will  be  greater 
opportunity  to  identify  potential  joint/ 
conciu'rent  rulemaking  candidate  than  is 
possible  at  this  time.  Nevertheless,  there 
ar  numerous  areas  of  interagency 
cooordination  that  can  be  reasonably 
forecast  to  occur. 


Task  groups  handling  interagency 
regulatory  development  coordination  on 
approximately  27  chemicals  will 
continue  to  meet  at  least  quarterly  in 
order  to  appraise  their  individual 
agencies  of  joint  interagency  regulatory 
progress.  It  is  estimated  that  3  or  more 
new  chemicals  will  be  added  to  the 
present  list  of  27  and  that  a 
corresponding  number  of  chemicals  will 
be  dropped  from  the  list.  There  will  be 
jointly  funded  research  and  joint 
analyses  research  results  on  several 
chemicals.  For  selected  substances, 
there  will  also  be  jointly  conducted 
public  meeting/hearings,  joint  review  of 
regulatory  options,  joint/concurrent 
Advanced  Notices  of  Proposed 
Rulemaking,  jointly  promulgated 
proposed  rules,  and/or  joint/concurrent 
final  rules. 

In  addition,  the  agencies  will  evaluate 
the  regulatory  reform  initiatives  being 
considered  by  the  Regulatory  Council. 

V.  Risk  Assessment 

A.  Focus  of  Activity.  The  focus  of 
activity  is  to  develop  procedures, 
criteria  and  guidelines  which  the  IRLG 
agencies  will  use  consistently  to 
characterize  and,  where  appropriate, 
quantify  different  types  of  human  health 
risks  associated  with  exposure  to  toxic 
substances. 

B.  Accompiishments  to  Date.  The  Risk 
Assessment  Work  Group  completed  a 
document  for  assessing  risk  from 
carcinogens  entitled,  "ScientiHc  Bases 
for  Identification  of  Potential 
Carcinogens  and  Estimation  of  Risks." 
This  report  (published  in  the  Joumai  of 
the  Nationai  Cancer  Institute  and  the 
Federal  Register  in  July)  articulates,  for 
the  first  time  in  a  single  document,  the 
scientific  concepts  and  methods 
currently  in  use  by  the  IRLG  agencies  to 
identify  and  evaluate  risks  associated 
with  substances  that  may  pose  a  risk  of 
cancer  to  humans.  This  document  was 
the  basis  of  the  Regulatory  Council 
statement  on  regulation  of  carcinogens 
released  in  September  1979.  The 
document  is  currently  undergoing  public 
comment. 

Pianned  Activities  for  fiscai  year 
1980.  The  IRLG  plans  to  emphasize  this 
area  in  1980.  The  planned  activities 
include:  (1)  responding  to  the  public 
comments  received  on  the  carcinogen 
risk  assessment  document;  (2) 
developing  a  similar  document  dealing 
with  risks  associated  with  substances 
that  cause  mutagenic  effects;  (3)~ 
initiating  activities  (a  plan  of  work  and 
support  contracts)  on  similar  documents 
dealing  with  teratogenicity  and  selected 
reproductive  effects;  and  (4)  initiating  a 
survey  of  agency  activities  to  measure 
and  estimate  exposure  to  toxic 


substances  (long-range  goal  of  this  effort 
is  to  develop  guidelines  for  exposure 
assessment). 

D.  Pianned  Activities  for  fiscai  year 
1981.  This  area  will  continue  to  be 
emphasized  in  1981.  The  proposed 
activities  include:  (1)  completing  a  risk 
assessment  document  for  substances 
that  cause  mutagenic  effects;  (2) 
completion  of  interagency  discussion 
draft  dociunents  on  teratogenicity  and 
selected  reproductive  effects;  (3) 
continuing  activities  on  a  long-term 
project  to  develop  exposure  assessment 
guidelines;  and  (4)  initiating  activities  (a 
plan  of  work  and  support  contracts, 
interagency  review  of  proceedings  of 
FDA  conference  in  FY  1980)  on 
nemotoxins. 

VI.  Laboratories  and  Analytical 
Methods 

A.  Focus  of  Activity.  This  activity  will 
coordinate  the  agencies’  actions  to  make 
more  effective  and  efficient  use  of  both 
government  and  private  sector 
laboratory  facilities  for  toxicology 
testing.  It  aims  to  ensure  that  the 
member  agencies  have  rapid  access  to 
adequate  facilities.  These  functions  are 
designed  to  supplement  the  coordinating 
activities  of  the  National  Toxicology 
Program. 

B.  Accomplishments  to  Date.  EPA  and 
FDA  are  cooperating  in  supporting  two 
laboratories — one  is  the  National  Center 
for  Toxicology  Research  (NCTR)  and  the 
other  is  the  Neurotoxicology  Program  in 
North  Carolina.  Coordination  on  the 
former  has  been  substantially  improved 
and  the  latter  was  begun  since  the 
formation  of  the  IRLG.  Both  labs  are 
conducting  research  of  interest  to  all  the 
IRLG  agencies. 

In  many  regions  there  has  been 
substantially  increased  sharing  of 
laboratory  facilities,  with  the  regional 
EPA  and  FDA  labs  and  OSHA’s  Salt 
Lake  City  lab  conducting  analyses  on 
samples  for  the  other  agencies.  In 
Regions  II  and  V,  there  has  also  been 
extensive  consideration  given  to  the 
possibility  of  combining  or  co-locating 
field  labs.  Although  the  benefits  of  these 
moves  would  apparently  not  be.as 
substantial  as  originally  thought,  they 
and  other  possible  similar  moves  are 
still  open  for  consideration. 

Several  regions  have  also  initiated 
joint  training  seminars  and  programs  for 
their  laboratory  personnel,  have 
initiated  quality  control  programs,  and 
are  sharing  laboratory  equipment  and 
facilities. 

Finally,  a  Task  Force  at  headquarters 
has  developed  a  computerized 
information  system  which  lists  the 
laboratory  equipment  in  all  of  the 
agencies’  labs  under  headquarters 
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control.  This  system,  along  with  the 
skills  inventory  sponsored  by  the 
Information  Exchange  Work  Group, 
should  both  assist  the  agencies  in 
identifying  where  different  types  of 
analyses  can  be  conducted  and 
eliminate  unnecessary  duplication  of 
costly  laboratory  equipment. 

C.  Planned  Activities  for  Fiscal  Year 

1980.  This  will  be  an  area  of  emphasis  in 
FT  1980.  In  addition  to  continuing 
laboratory  cooperation  and  sharing  at 
the  regional  level  and  maintaining  and 
continuing  the  various  headquarters 
initiated  laboratory  programs,  the  IRLG 
intends  to  undertake  the  following" 
projects: 

•  A  study  of  the  demand  for  and 
supply  of  toxicology  testing  facilities  in 
both  the  public  and  private  sectors.  All 
of  the  agencies  are  likely  to  have 
increased  toxicology  testing  needs  over 
the  next  few  years,  and  this  study  will 
attempt  to  estimate  these  needs  and  the 
ability  of  existing  and  planned  facilities 
to  fulfill  them. 

•  An  analysis  of  the  adequacy  of 
existing  analytical  procedures  to 
efficiently  measure  small  amounts  of 
toxic  substances  in  different  types  of 
samples,  and  a  review  of  the  work 
underway  to  develop  improved 
analytical  methods. 

•  An  evaluation  of  the  feasibility  and 
desirability  of  jointly  certifying  private 
laboratories  for  conducting  tests  and 
analyses  suitable  to  determine  industry 
compliance  with  Federal  regulations. 
Several  agencies  have  or  are 
considering  formal  or  informal  lab 
certiHcation  programs,  and  a  joint 
certification  program  might  create 
important  cost  savings. 

D.  Planned  Activities  for  Fiscal  Year 

1981.  In  addition  to  continued 
cooperating  and  sharing  at  the  regional 
level,  and  continuing  the  headquarters 
programs  already  begun,  the  agencies 
plan  to  develop  joint  proposals  for  fflling 
the  gaps  in  the  availability  of  toxicology 
testing/ analytical  facilities  and 
analytical  methods  identified  in  the 
studies  initiated  in  FT  1980.  They  will 
also  begin  to  implement  the 
recommendations  of  the  FY 1980 
feasibility  study  on  joint  lab 
certification. 

VIL  Regional  Coordination 

(Most  of  the  Held  operations  have 
already  been  described  under  their 
substantive  area  of  activity.  However, 
because  of  the  importance  of  these 
activities  to  the  IRLG,  they  are 
described  here  as  well.) 

A.  Focus  of  Activity.  The  focus  of 
activity  is  to  improve  the  coordination 
among  the  agencies’  regional  offices  in 
all  of  the  substantive  and  operational 


areas  of  interest  to  the  IRLG  in  order  to 
provide  more  effective  public  health 
protection  with  greater  efficiency  and 
reduced  cost. 

B.  Accomplishments  to  Date.  Most  of 
the  field  offices  have  already  instituted 
significant  programs  in  compliance  and 
enforcement,  public  information  and 
education,  information  exchange  and 
administration.  Several  have  also 
implemented  significant  laboratory 
projects  and  have  begun  to  explore  the 
feasibility  of  extending  the  IRLG 
concept  to  the  state  level. 

In  compliance  and  enforcement,  all 
the  regions  have  begun  at  least  limited 
use  of  inspection  referrals,  complaint 
referrals,  identifying  and  evaluating 
potential  common  compliance  problems, 
and  implementing  an  emergency 
response  system.  Most  of  the  regions 
have  also  begun  at  least  limited  use  of 
joint  inspections. 

In  public  information  and  education, 
four  regions  have  held  major  public 
meetings  focusing  on  IRLG  activities, 
and  they  all  are  cooperating  on  other 
public  information  activities  and  in  the 
efficient  referral  of  consumer  inquiries. 

In  the  area  of  information  exchange, 
various  regions  are  sharing  data  bases, 
coordinating  their  library  resources,  and 
sharing  program  management 
information. 

With  respect  to  administration,  in 
various  regions  the  agencies  are  sharing 
equipment,  personnel,  laboratory 
facilities,  and  in  some  instances,  office 
space.  Most  of  the  regions  have  also 
instituted  orientation  programs  to  better 
acquaint  their  employees  with  the  roles 
of  the  different  agencies  and  the  IRLG. 

C.  Planned  Activities  for  Fiscal  Year 
1980.  During  fiscal  year  1980,  the  major 
emphasis  in  regional  IRLG  cooperation 
will  be  in  the  areas  of  referral 
inspection,  cross  training  of  personnel, 
sharing  of  laboratory  facilities  and 
expertise,  developing  and  implementing 
emergency  response  plans,  and 
providing  better  public  health 
information  to  consumers,  professional 
groups  and  industry. 

A  major  initiative  planned  for  fiscal 
year  19^  is  the  implementation  of  the 
referral  inspection  training  program. 
Training  materials  developed  by  the 
IRLG  will  be  used  by  the  regional  offices 
to  train  inspectors  from  each  of  the  IRLG 
agencies  to  recognize  and  refer  possible 
violations  of  other  agencies’  regulations. 
This  will  require  the  training  of 
approximately  7,500  inspectors  from  the 
five  agencies.  Training  of  the  regional 
inspectional  forces  will  be  initiated  in 
fiscal  year  1980  and  completed  by  the 
end  of  fiscal  year  1981. 

With  the  training  of  field  inspectional 
personnel,  the  complete  referral 


inspection  program  will  be  implemented 
in  all  regional  offices  by  the  end  of  fiscal 
year  1980,  This  coordinated  inspection 
program  will  formalize  existing 
interagency  activities  concerning  the 
identification  of  potential  violations  and 
ensure  appropriate  follow-up  in  a  timely 
manner.  TTie  program  will  be  evaluated 
at  the  end  of  the  first  six  months  to 
determine  the  effectiveness  and 
appropriateness  of  the  procedures  and 
guidelines. 

The  agencies  will  also  emphasize 
laboratory  coordination  including 
developing  an  inventory  of  lab 
equipment  and  specialized  capabilities. 
Further  strengthening  of  the  laboratory 
sharing  program  will  be  accomplished 
through  written  agreements  between 
regional  member  agencies  for  mutual 
laboratory  support. 

A  third  area  of  emphasis  will  be  the 
development,  in  all  regions,  of  well 
organized  systems  for  dealing  with 
emergencies  involving  hazardous 
substances.  While  such  plans  and 
procedures  are  already  in  place  and 
functioning  in  many  regional  offices,  this 
area  will  be  emphasized  in  fiscal  year 
1980  to  ensure  efficient  utilization  of 
available  resources  for  emergency 
responses.  This  activity  is  heavily 
dependent  on  sharing  of  laboratory 
facilities  and  expertise  since  prompt 
sample  analysis  is  a  critical  need  during 
any  emergency  involving  environmental 
contamination  with  hazardous  or  toxic 
materials. 

A  final  area  of  emphasis  will  be  the 
better  dissemination  of  public  health 
information  to  consumers  and 
professional  groups.  This  activity  will  be 
enhanced  by  the  purchase  of  IRLG 
exhibits  for  use  by  the  regional  offices  at 
conventions  and  annual  conferences  of 
unions,  professional  organizations,  trade 
associations,  etc.  Use  of  these  exhibits 
in  conjunction  with  ongoing  public 
information  activities  in  the  regions  will 
provide  sources  of  information  on  work 
place  safety,  health  issues, 
environmental  hazards  and  toxic 
substances  to  the  public  as  well  as 
professional  and  industry  groups. 

In  addition  to  diese  areas  of  major 
emphasis,  the  regional  offices  will 
continue  their  cooperation  in  the  other 
compliance  and  enforcement, 
laboratory,  information  exchange  and 
administration  activities  that  are 
already  underway. 

D.  Planned  Activities  for  Fiscal  Year 
1981.  In  fiscal  year  1981,  most  regional 
IRLG  activities  will  involve  a 
continuation  and  maintenance  of 
ongoing  programs  in  compliance  and 
enforcement,  information  exchange, 
laboratories,  etc.  The  primary  emphasis 


Federal  Register  /  Vol.  45,  No.  18  /  Friday,  January  25,  1980  /  Notices 


6281 


will  be  on  improving  and  expanding 
programs  initiated  in  fiscal  year  1980. 

The  referral  inspection  program  will 
be  expanded  to  include  joint  inspections 
by  IRLG  agencies.  Where  appropriate, 
joint  inspections  of  regulated  industries 
will  be  conducted  by  two  or  more 
agencies  to  reduce  the  frequency  of 
visits  by  Government  inspectors.  This 
program  will  be  developed  from  the 
experience  gained  from  the  referral 
inspections  performed  in  fiscal  year 
1980.  The  inspection  referral  program 
will  be  evaluated  to  determine  the 
effectiveness  and  appropriateness  of  the 
procedures  and  guidelines. 

A  number  of  regional  work  groups 
have  begun  efforts  to  acquaint  their 
states  with  the  IRLG  program.  These 
efforts  will  further  the  goals  of 
increasing  the  efHciency  of  compliance 
and  enforcement  activities  through 
coordination  with  state  programs.  As 
soon  as  the  IRLG  referral  program 
becomes  operational  on  a  national 
basis,  consideration  will  be  given  to  the 
implementation  of  referral  inspections  at 
the  state  level.  This  will  require  the 
identification  of  state  lead  agencies  and 
the  training  of  state  personnel.  Under 
the  current  schedule,  this  could  be 
implemented  in  Hscal  year  1981. 

VIII.  Epidemiology 

A.  Focus  of  Activity.  The  focus  of 
activity  is  to  improve  the  quality  of 
epidemiological  studies  in  the  agencies 
and  to  promote  better  coordination 
among  the  agencies  in  conducting  and 
evaluating  such  studies. 

B.  Accomplishments.  The  Work  Group 
collected  information  on  all  of  the 
epidemiological  studies  being  sponsored 
by  the  IRLG  and  selected  other  agencies 
and  created  a  special  computerized  file 
summarizing  these  studies  through  the 
Smithsonian  ScientiHc  Information 
Exchange  System.  The  group  also 
prepared  guidelines  for  documenting 
epidemiological  studies.  The  purpose  of 
these  guidelines,  which  have  been 
reviewed  by  the  agencies  and  released 
for  public  comment,  is  to  insure  that  the 
epidemological  studies  sponsored  by  the 
agencies  meet  a  minimum  acceptable 
standard  for  documentation. 

The  Work  Group  also  has  identified 
and  is  attempting  to  gain  access  to  new 
data  sources  (such  as  the  Social  Security 
files)  which  could  be  used  to  undertake 
improved  epidemiological  studies. 

C.  Planned  Activities  for  Fiscal  Year 
1980.  The  agencies  will  maintain  the  file 
of  on-going  epidemiological  studies  and 
will  publish  the  guidelines  for 
epidemiological  studies  for  public 
comment.  The  Work  Group  will 
complete  the  guidelines  and  submit 
them  to  the  agencies  for  their 


consideration.  IRLG  members  will 
continue  to  provide  assistance  to  each 
other  for  specific  epidemiological  tasks 
of  immediate  concern  to  the  IRLG 
agencies’  needs,  and  will  continue  to 
explore  the  possibility  of  obtaining 
access  to  new  data  bases  that  can  be 
used  in  epidemiological  studies. 

D.  Planned  Activities  for  Fiscal  Year 
1981.  Emphasis  will  be  on  continuing 
identification  and  accessing  existing 
data  bases  and  refining  the  criteria  for 
conducting  and  evaluating 
epidemiological  studies.  The  other 
activities  begun  in  1980  will  be 
continued. 

IX.  Research  Planning 

A.  Focus  of  Activity.  Activity  is 
focused  on  identifying  toxics  research 
being  conducted  and  supported  by  the 
IRLG  agencies  and  several  research 
agencies  including  NCI,  NIEHS,  and 
NIOSH.  The  purpose  is  to  provide 
information  on  areas  which  may  already 
be  adequately  supported,  areas  which 
may  require  additional  support,  anti 
areas  where  there  is  possible 
duplication  of  effort. 

B.  Accomplishments  to  Date.  'Three 
working  documents  have  been 
completed.  The  first  was  a  tabulation  of 
research  related  to  toxc  substances 
which  was  incorporated  in  the  report  of 
the  Toxic  Substances  Strategy 
Committee  sponsored  by  CEQ.  The 
second  was  an  inventory  of  toxicology 
research,  and  the  third  was  an  inventory 
of  metals  research.  Two  of  the  agencies, 
FDA  and  EPA,  jointly  established  a 
neurotoxicology  laboratory  at  the  EPA 
Reseach  Trian^e  Park  facilities.  The 
agencies  also  prepared  a  document 
entitled  “Preventive  Health  and  the 
Environmental  Sciences”  which  sets  out 
a  rationale  and  long  range  plan  for 
future  toxicology  research  related  to 
human  health. 

C.  Planned  Fiscal  Year  1980 
Activities.  The  working  documents  on 
toxics  and  metals  research  will  be 
revised  for  public  release,  and  the 
agencies  will  explore  possibilities  for 
filling  the  gaps  identified  in  these 
inventories,  as  well  as  some  of  the 
needs  identified  in  the  “Preventive 
Health  Initiative.”  They  will  also 
support  research  projects  suggested  by 
the  Regulatory  Development  Work 
Group,  as  well  as  specific  proposals 
submitted  to  the  IRLG  by  agency 
scientists. 

D.  Planned  Fiscal  Year  1981 
Activities.  Research  planning  activities 
will  essentially  follow  the  pattern  that 
has  been  established  and  will  support 
those  areas  described  for  FY 1980. 


X.  Information  Exchange 

A.  Focus  of  Activity.  The  focus  of 
activity  is  to  identify  common  data  and 
information  requirments,  survey  current 
capabilities  and  modify  or  develop  new 
capabilities  as  needed  to  promote 
efficient  and  effective  data  and 
information  exchange  among  the  IRLG 
agencies. 

B.  Accomplishments  to  Date.  The 
Work  Group  completed  studies 
evaluating  the  feasibility  of  developing: 

(1)  Joint  monographs  on  chemical 
substances.  The  conclusion  of  the  study 
was  that  there  was  little  opportunity  for 
such  joint  efforts. 

(2)  An  information  system  which 
would  indicate  all  the  regulations, 
guidelines,  court  cases  and  other 
relevant  regulatory  information 
pertaining  to  specific  chemical 
substances.  The  study  concluded  that 
the  system  was  feasible  and  desirable. 
IRLG  will  fund  development  of  this 
project. 

(3)  A  computerized  data  bank 
containing  information  on  the  results  of 
long-term  chronic  toxicity  monitoring 
studies.  The  study  recommended  that  no 
further  work  be  done  at  this  time  since 
much  of  what  was  needed  in  such  a 
system  was  being  developed  elsewhere. 

(4)  The  linking  of  data  files 
maintained  by  the  individual  agencies 
through  the  use  of  common  codes.  The 
work  group  concluded  that  such  an 
approach  is  both  feasible  and  desirable, 
and  a  contractor  was  hired  to  begin  this 
process  on  the  most  important  data 
bases. 

(5)  An  inventory  of  the  analytical  and 
professional  skills  of  the  agencies’ 
scientific  staff.  This  was  considered 
feasible  and  desirable  and  work  was 
started  on  creating  the  system. 

(6)  Improved  coordination  of  agencies’ 
libraries.  Various  forms  of  coordination 
are  being  considered  and  a  list  of  all  the 
serials  in  the  various  libraries  has  been 
compiled. 

Information  sharing  is  also  occurring 
in  the  regional  offices.  Most  are,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  sharing  functional 
statements  and  operational  plans. 
Several  are  also  sharing  information  on 
various  types  of  data  bases.  The  most 
ambitious  of  these  projects  occurred  in 
Region  II  where  there  was  a  test  project 
to  evaluate  the  feasibility  and 
desirability  of  establishing  common 
indentifiers  for  industrial  facilities  and 
other  potential  sources  of  toxic 
substances.  With  such  a  system,  each 
agency  could  easily  determine  what 
actions — permits,  inspections,  and 
enforcement  actions — the  other  agencies 
had  taken  with  respect  to  specific  sites 
and  what  information  other  agencies 
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might  have  (e.g.,  substances  produced  or 
discharged  at  the  site)  which  might  be 
relevant  to  its  own  regulatory  programs. 
The  prospects  for  such  coordination  are 
still  bdng  evaluated. 

Since  the  formation  of  the  IRLG,  there 
has  also  been  substantially  more 
exchange  of  information  among  (he 
agencies  in  the  regional  ofHces  about 
issues  and  problems  possibly  of  concern 
to  the  other  agencies,  referral  of 
consumer  complaints,  etc. 

C.  Planned  Activities  for  Fiscal  Year 

1980.  The  major  new  project  planned  for 
FY  1980  is  the  development  of  the 
Chemical  Regulations  and  Guidelines 
System  which  will  reference  all  the 
regulations,  guidelines,  court  cases  and 
other  relevant  regulatory  information 
pertaining  to  specific  chemical 
substances.  Phase  I  of  the  system  which 
covers  all  of  the  relevant  Federal  agency 
regulatory  information  will  be 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  addition  to  this  project,  the  Work 
Group  will  continue  to  support 
interagency  library  coordination,  will 
expand  the  skills  inventory  to  include 
FSQS  and  maintain  up-to-date  skills 
information  for  the  other  four  agencies, ' 
will  continue  the  registration  of 
chemical  files  maintained  by  the 
different  agencies  through  the  use  of 
common  chemical  codes,  and  will 
continue  its  evaluation  of  additional 
projects  under  consideration. 

The  regional  offices  will  continue  their 
current  level  of  informative  exchange 
and  will  complete  the  evaluation  of  the 
demonstration  project  to  use  common 
identifiers  for  industrial  facilities  and 
other  potential  sources  of  toxic 
substances. 

D.  Planned  Activities  for  Fiscal  Year 

1981.  The  Work  Group  will  complete  the 
second  phase  of  the  chemical 
regulations  and  guidelines  system,  and 
will  continue  the  registration  of 
chemical  files,  supporting  interagency 
library  coordination  and  maintaining  the 
agency  skills  inventory.  In  addition,  it 
expects  to  initiate  an  additional 
information  exchange  project  depending 
upon  the  results  of  the  evaluations  being 
concluded  in  FY  1980. 

The  regional  offices  will  continue  their 
current  level  of  information  exchange 
and  will  initiate  a  project  on  using 
common  site  codes  if  the  evaluation 
being  completed  in  FY  1980  indicates 
that  such  a  project  is  desirable. 

XL  Public  Information  and  Education 

A.  Focus  of  Activity.  The  focus  of 
activity  is  to  inform  and  educate  the 
public  on  issues  related  to  the  regulation 
of  hazardous  substances,  the  roles  of  the 
individual  IRLG  agencies  in  this  process, 
and  how  the  IRLG  agencies  are  working 


together  to  protect  more  effectively  the 
public’s  health  and  the  environment. 

B.  Accomplishments  to  Date.  Several 
public  information  documents  have  been 
prepared  and  six  public  forums 
sponsored;  four  by  the  regions  and  two 
by  headquarters.  There  has  been 
increased  cooperation  in  responding  to 
consumer  inquiries  in  all  the  regional 
offices.  The  IRLG  prepared  a  “Joint 
Annotated  Bibliography  on  Toxic 
Substances’*  which  provides  guidance  to 
consumers  on  how  to  obtain  information 
about  toxic  substances  from  IRLG 
agencies.  A  pamphlet  entitled  “Working 
Together’’,  was  completed  describing 
the  roles  of  the  individual  agencies  and 
how  they  are  working  together  to  protect 
public  health.  A  Task  Force  is 
developing  safety  and  health  curriculum 
guides  for  elementary  and  high  schools. 
Another  Task  Force  is  reviewing  the 
agencies’  strategies,  requirements,  and 
policies  regarding  the  labeling  of 
hazards  to  explore  the  feasibility  of 
developing  a  consistent  labeling  strategy 
among  all  of  the  IRLG  agencies. 

C.  Planned  Activities  for  Fiscal  Year 

1980.  The  agencies  will  continue  to 
exchange  and  distribute  one  another’s 
publications  as  appropriate,  cooperate 
on  IRLG  and  other  press  announcements 
of  mutual  interest,  cooperate  on  public 
hearings  and  seminars  dealing  with 
issues  of  mutual  interest  and  refer 
consumer  inquiries. 

In  addition,  the  IRLG  will: 

•  Prepare  a  public  information 
booklet  describing  the  problem  of 
carcinogens,  how  these  are  identified, 
what  actions  the  agencies  are  taking  to 
protect  the  public  from  them,  and  what 
actions  people  can  take  to  protect 
themselves. 

•  Complete  and  publish  the 
curriculum  guides. 

•  Update  and  republish  the  joint 
bibliography  of  agency  publications 
including  those  issued  by  the  Food 
Safety  and  Quality  Service. 

D.  Planned  Activities  for  Fiscal  Year 

1981.  The  agencies  will  continue  to 
exchange  and  distribute  one  another’s 
publications  as  appropriate,  cooperate 
on  IFLG  and  other  press  announcements 
of  mutual  interest,  cooperate  on  public 
hearings  and  seminars  dealing  with 
issues  of  mutual  interest  and  refer 
consumer  inquiries. 

In  addition  they  plan  to  monitor  the 
use  and  effectiveness  of  the  toxics 
curriculum  guides  and  prepare  at  least 
one  additional  public  information 
booklet  on  the  health  problems 
associated  with  certain  toxic 
substances. 
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